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[transcript begins]
ROBBINS: Fellow Republicans of the third district, for the next five minutes, I would like to tell you
something about myself and about the experience I have had during the last nineteen years upon the
strength of which I am offering myself as a candidate for the Republican nomination for Congress.
I was very fortunate, shortly after graduating from college in 1932, to become associated with our then
senior United States Senator Frederick Hale of Portland and Ellsworth. My first job was as assistant clerk
to the Senate Committee on Appropriations, the chairman of which, Senator Hale then was. In this
position, I learned more during one session of Congress about the practical operation of the federal
government than I had learned about the theory of government by majoring in that subject during four
years of college. When the Democrats took over control of Congress in March of 1933, I became
legislative research assistant to Senator Hale, a post which I occupied for the next four years. After the
disastrous Landon campaign of 1936, in which I participated as Chairman of the Young Republican
National Speakers’ Committee, I joined the chairman of the Republican National Committee, John
Hamilton, as his secretary and spent more than a year traveling with him throughout the United States
reorganizing and revitalizing state Republican organizations.
In 1938, I returned to Maine to enter the weekly newspaper business and became a reporter and
assistant editor of the Houlton Pioneer Times. I was still with the Times when, as a member of the
United States Naval Reserve, I was called to active duty at the end of 1940. In the political campaigns of
1938 and 1940, I served as Executive Secretary and then as Chairman of the Maine Council of Young
Republican Clubs and to bring this part of my story down to date, in 1950, I acted as Executive Assistant
to the Chairman of the Maine Republican State Committee.
During the war, I served as commanding officer of two submarine chases, a mine sweeper, and two
destroyer escorts. And I saw extensive combat duty in the Mediterranean as well as in the Atlantic and
Western Pacific Oceans. Upon being released from the Navy in 1946, I returned to Houlton and became
the first full-time secretary of the Houlton Chamber of Commerce and the first secretary of the
Association of Aroostook Chambers of Commerce. I was elected to the Maine House of Representatives
in the same year and have served there in the 93rd, 94th, and 95th legislatures.
I am also a member of the Maine Commission on Interstate Cooperation and a Trustee of the Maine
Maritime Academy at Castine and of Ricker College in Houlton. In the legislature, I have specialized on

highway matters and for three sessions have been the sponsor of the bond issue for highway and bridge
construction approved by the voters of Maine at a referendum on September 10th last. Another
measure of which I am particularly proud to have been the sponsor was the Civil Defense Act of 1949
under the terms of which Maine’s preparations for Civil Defense are far ahead of those in most other
states.
For the past two years I have taken advantage of the G. I. Bill of Rights and have been studying law at
Portland University. I have been married for twelve years to the former Doris Turney of Hodgdon,
Maine, and we have one eight-year-old daughter, Jane. This is my story, ladies and gentlemen, in brief.
You have heard the record of public, political, and Naval experience upon which my candidacy for
Congress is based. In conclusion, may I make this pledge. If nominated next Monday, October 1st, and
elected three weeks later, I will do my utmost to represent fairly and squarely all the counties and all the
varied interests of this great district. The views and requests of each citizen when they communicate
with me will receive the same consideration and attention as the views and requests of any other
citizen. If nominated and elected, I give you my solemn promise that I will be under no obligation
whatever, financial [record skips a few times] … organizations or other special interest.

[transcript ends]
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